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Season 1 Episode 21 


The Starchest Scandal 


Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon sit in the seats in the town’s stadium. Mayor Fidelly 
Widely presents a large silver screen behind him. The mayor said, “In a few days from now, the 
new Starchest movie will be released in theaters. | have been a fan of that series for many 
years now and | would like all of you to see the new movie. | know it’s going to be a great 
classic. The new movie is called, Starchest Episode 2 The Morale of the Bribery. That tile 
sounds like it is going to be epic. In a few days it will be shown on this big screen we have here 
that is the same type of screen that would be used at a real movie theater. Starchest themed 
events will take place all over the town for the next few days. | would like everyone to give me 
their Starchest spirit.”. Everyone leaves the seats and Jake is walking with his friends and he 
smiles. He said, “For once, the mayor is actually saying something that makes sense. | will 
give him my Starchest spirit alright. | will watch the original trilogy tonight.” Annie said, “I think 
there is something fishy about this. | don’t think it has anything to do with those fish tacos that 
Isaac and Wayon are eating right now.” Isaac and Wayon are eating fish tacos. Jake said, 
“Have you seen a Starchest movie before?” Annie said, “| may have seen one many years ago, 
but | did not understand it and it did not stick into my mind. | had better interests back then.” 
Jake said, “I strongly encourage you to watch the trilogy with me tonight. | have all three of 
them on VHS.” Annie said, “I have nothing else to do so | guess | could.” 


That night, Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon sit in the living room of Annie and Jake’s 
apartment and they watch the Starchest movies. They react to all the action and suspense and 
romance and other funny and interesting events. The movies are over, and Isaac said, “That is 
totally how we should fight evil these days. We should just build laser swords and laser guns 
and blast and cut the crap out of our enemies. We would win wars for sure if that’s how it is.” 
Annie said, “I don’t think any of those weapons are possible. A laser sword is a contraction of 
intense heat and light. It is not possible to contain heat and light as perfectly as that.” Isaac 
said, “Screw reality, fantasy is what it’s all about.” Jake said, “Who doesn't like fantasy more 
than reality?” Wayon said, “In space we should go, and | could go and mow.” Isaac and Wayon 
leave Annie and Jake’s apartment. Annie said, “I actually enjoyed seeing those movies. They 
do have interesting stories and they do have a perfect balance of story and action and suspense 
and mystery.” Jake said, “Il knew you would like them.” Annie said, “Il am actually looking 
forward to the new movie now and to all the events the mayor spoke of. | still think this may be 
a trap considering how the mayor has been in the past.” Jake said, “Starchest is a movie series 
that is known to bring people of all kinds together. Maybe he is letting his Starchest side show.” 
Annie said, “We may have found him a weakness.” 


The next day, Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon go to the town’s convention center where 
Starchest fans gather around and they show off cool stuff. The four of them see a table filled 
with laser swords. The clerk at the table is dressed in a robe and he said, “What to buy a laser 
sword?” Jake said, “I would love to.” Jake hands the clerk some money and Jake grabs a laser 
sword. Jake holds it by the silver and black shiny handle. Isaac looks at it and he said, “I bet 
you could get some girls with that thing.” Annie said, “What does it do?” Jake said, “We saw 
the movies last night.” Jake presses the on switch and a long and thick beam comes out and it 
hits a table stand and it catches on fire. Jake quickly presses the button again and the sword 
turns off. Jake places the sword in his pocket and he pretends the whole thing didn’t happen. 
Annie sees a nerd she tutored a few months ago. Vector said, “Hi, Annie.” Annie gives Vector 
a stern look and she said, “Hello.” Vector said, “Liking this place?” Annie said, “It’s fine.” Jake, 
Isaac and Wayon join her and Isaac said, “| remember you. You were that nerd that hijacked 
the town’s systems just, so you can get Annie to love you. She’s still single. She needs a 
boyfriend.” Annie said, “Isaac.” Isaac said, “It’s the truth. | can see the two nerds getting 
together.” Wayon said, “Nerds attract nerds and they should get curds.” One of Vector’s friends 
comes by and he is dressed as the main villain from the original Starchest trilogy. He wears a 
black helmet with a black cape and he is dressed in black leather with a computer on his body 
that contains a long series of buttons. He breathes deeply, and he said, “I sense a problem in 
the source.” Annie looks at the nerd and she looks at the costume. She stares at the control 
panel on the computer on his body and Annie said, “What do all these buttons do?” The nerd 
said, “This button controls my breathing and this button controls the air conditioning and this 
button...” Annie said, “Which button calls your mom, so she can come and pick you up?” The 
nerd said, “That would be this button right here.” 


The four of them see game systems set up and they are running Starchest games. They 
see comic book stands and they see action figures that are new in the package. Jake looks at 
the ones from the new movie that they will see in a few days. Jake takes one that looks cool 
and he buys it. Annie said, “You bought an action figure?” Jake said, “I have an interesting 
idea. People keep action figures in the package and at some point, in the future, they will be 
worth a lot of money. | am going to save this in the package and | may become rich off it one 
day.” Annie said, “An investment in action figures. That sounds interesting actually. It sounds 
better than the stock market.” Isaac goes to the same stand and he buys a tub filled with 
Starchest action figures of all sorts. Annie’s eyes go big and she said, “How can you buy all 
those?” Isaac said, “They are relatively cheap, and they will pay me back someday.” Wayon 
said, “He just made a win and it is all on the fin.” They see food promotions from local 
restaurants. Jake tries some cereal sampling and some food sampling. Jake tries some pizza. 
Jake said, “This is marketed as being the Umpire’s favorite pizza. It just tastes like pizza with 
anchovies and mushrooms on it.” 


The next few days go by and the whole town gathers in the stadium late at night. The 
sky is dark and the only thing that shines is the stars. The new theater screen comes on and it 
shows the movie. They watch it and they see compassionate characters practice rituals of 
sharing and good values. There are also some romance scenes that say it is good to be nice to 
people that have a crush on you. They see scenes that have some action where they battle 
poorly designed creatures and evil robots. They see weird-looking frog aliens make speeches 


about the place going to war. The main characters try to make peace with the aliens, but they 
refuse, and they bring the galaxy to war. The main characters act as though they are one 
happy family and they go to fight the evil and they get into a laser sword duel. The heroes lose 
the fight and the villain escapes and starts a war to pass an act that will make true love illegal in 
the galaxy. The heroes make their own army of soldiers, so they can spread the word of love in 
the universe. The main hero marries his crush and the movie ends right there. The credits roll, 
and everyone leaves the stadium. Annie said, “That was the most pointless movie | had ever 
seen.” Isaac said, “Il kept wanting the main character to duel it out with that gal, but it didn’t 
show it.” Annie said, “It is not a romance movie but it did seem like one.” Isaac said, “That 
would have made the movie a lot better still. The movie blows. It is like some stupid movie they 
would show at a school or a church. The actors in it were not good at acting either. | saw the 
last prequel and those characters were in it, but they were not played by the same actors in this 
movie.” Wayon said, “The movie was a suck and what | want back is my buck.” Annie said, 
“The movie was free. You can’t complain about something that’s free.” Isaac said, “I don’t think 
they should be wasting their time making crappy films like this. The budget was very bad too. 
There were barely any special effects in the movie either. | could have made a better movie 
than that.” Annie said, “I would love to see you try.” Isaac said, “I will, when the time comes.” 
Annie said, “What did you think of the movie, Jake?” Jake said, “I’m with Isaac. The movie 
bites and it sucks.” Annie said, “The movies you showed me a few nights ago were much 
better. | guess those writers do run out of ideas over time. Come to think of it, the movie was 
so poorly made that if you told me it was made by kids with a camera, | would believe you.” 
Jake said, “The movie was like an extended PSA with a story set in space.” Annie said, “Come 
to think of it, | don’t think they showed us the real movie. | think they made their own movie and 
they told us it was the real one, so we would not try and escape to see it.” The mayor walks by 
and Annie said, “Mayor Fidelly Widely, what did you think of the movie?” The mayor said, “I 
loved it. It told a good story of compassion and sharing and caring about others and learning 
that you can’t always win in the end but what matters most is that you have your family and 
friends and the ones that you care about the most and more people should know that.” The 
mayor walks away. Annie said, “Just as | thought. This was all just another one of the mayor’s 
set ups.” 


The next day, people riot in the streets and they complain about how bad the movie was. 
People get up on their podiums and they rant about the poor quality of the movie. Jake looks at 
the action figure he bought at the convention and he looks at the character. Jake said, “The 
more | think of it, the more it seems the movie we saw was not the real movie. This character 
was supposed to be in it and he was not.” Annie said, “Do you think any of these protestors 
know that?” Jake said, “These people are too obsessed with Starchest to realize they were 
being used.” Annie and Jake stand on the street and they watch the madness take its effect. 
They see the nerd they saw the other day dressed as the villain again. The villain said, “I am 
Death Wader. | declare war with the people that made last night’s movie. | will pester them, 
and | will go against them until they agree to make a better movie.” People cheer him on. Isaac 
and Wayon join Annie and Jake and Isaac said, “This is ridiculous. I’ve never seen so many 
people rage about a movie before. That is if you exclude the rage people had three years ago 
when the other prequel was made.” Annie said, “We need to tell these people that the movie 
was fake, and this was another one of the mayor’s evil plans to trick us.” Jake said, “I think they 
might buy your story and there’s a podium there with an open microphone.” Annie goes to the 


podium and she said, “Attention citizens of the town. This is Annie. | have figured out why last 
night’s movie sucked. It was not a real movie at all. It was the work of Mayor Fidelly Widely, so 
he can trick us into thinking that is the real movie, so we will not try and escape the town. If 
there is someone you should be angry with, it’s him.” A fan said, “We need to go to city hall!” 
The angry mob of fans heads for city hall and they protest outside it. 


In a film studio across the street, the mayor looks down at this from a top floor window. 
He smiles, and he said, “I figured at least a few of them would be on to me. That is why | am 
hiding in this studio where we made the fake movie.” The mayor walks around the set and the 
stage pieces. The nerd dressed as Death Wader uses zooming technology imbedded in his 
helmet. He sees the mayor in the building that’s a studio. He heads for the studio and no one 
notices because of the protestors. Annie and Jake go home because they realize it is safer in 
there than it is to be outside. Annie and Jake want to forget about the movie, so they go and 
play a video game Jake has. Many hours later, Annie and Jake watch the news and they see 
George Ferrier of DDD news on the screen. George Ferrier said, “| am George Ferrier of DDD 
news. Breaking news, a hardcore fan of the Starchest movie series believes the mayor of a 
town near San Francisco is responsible for the latest Starchest movie being bad. He used 
gadgets that fans made with inspiration from the Starchest franchise and he is holding the 
mayor hostage in a film studio. | have no idea how this kid got to see the new Starchest movie. 
That movie is not supposed to be out in theaters for five more days. | am George Ferrier of 
DDD news.” Annie and Jake look at each other and Annie said, “Something is definitely up if 
we got to see the movie six days in advance for free.” Jake said, “If we can save the mayor 
from this freak, he may like us, and he may treat us better and this may be the start to our real 
quest to actually leave this town.” Annie said, “Get on the mayor's good side. That sounds like 
a good idea. This may be action packed so you should get Isaac and Wayon to help us with 
this.” 


Annie, Jake, Isaac, and Wayon walk outside and they see the studio and they see police 
cars surrounding the place. Annie finds a side door that is unlocked and the four of them sneak 
in. They are on the ground floor and they just see a plain white room. They see a flight of stairs 
and they walk up them. They walk to the next floor and it looks like space. They see the black- 
light is on and their clothes are glowing. They see asteroids and aliens. The aliens look real 
and they fly towards the four heroes. Annie sees a rack of guns from the Starchest movies on 
the walls. Annie grabs one and she tosses more to the other people. Annie fires the gun and a 
laser shot comes out and it destroys an alien. Jake, Isaac, and Wayon follow and they destroy 
all the aliens. They walk into the next door and they end up in a desert. They see nothing 
around but a wide field of sand. They trek through the sand and they hit an invisible wall. They 
find a door hidden in the invisible wall. They walk upstairs to the next level and they see a room 
that looks like a medieval church. They see the Death Wader with the mayor in his captivity. 
Annie said, “It’s over, Death Wader. The place is surrounded, and they have a warrant for your 
arrest.” Death Wader speaks in his cool voice and he said, “I will not leave until this fool here 
makes a better movie for us.” Annie said, “The movie you saw was fake. It was put together by 
him. |am sure we can negotiate a deal where we can watch the real movie here. If you don’t 
let him go, you will get arrested and you will not get the real movie for sure.” Death Wader said, 
“You will have to fight me for that.” Annie said, “I will.” The four of them see a rack of laser 


swords. They reach out their hands and they telekinetically fly into their hands. They turn them 
on and they look and work just like they do in the movies. 


Isaac jumps to the Death Wader and they duel for a moment and Isaac gets slashes in 
the butt and he falls to the floor. Annie and Jake run in and the two of them duel the Death 
Wader at the same time. They swing their swords at Death Wader and he blocks all their 
attacks. Jake hits Death Wader in the shoulder and he said, “Ouch!” Death Wader swings his 
sword at Jake and he cuts Jake’s shirt down the middle and he cuts Jake’s body there too. 
Jake falls to the floor in pain. Annie continues to duel the villain and Annie said, “Just give up 
now.” Death Wader said, “Why should | quit when I’m the one winning?” He points to the two 
fighters that are down. Annie keeps dueling him and Annie said, “Help me, Wayon!” Wayon 
just stands on the sidelines with a laser sword that is turned on. Annie keeps dueling Death 
Wader and Annie gets close to his body. She presses buttons on his control panel. She 
presses the one that turns off air conditioning and she presses the one that calls his mom, so 
she can come and pick him up. Death Wader looks at his suit and Annie slices his helmet off 
his head. Annie slices the sword out of his hand and Annie holds her sword up to his chin. She 
said, “It ends here.” 


A middle-aged woman comes in and she said, “Norman! Are you playing with your 
friends?” Norman said, “Mom, | told you this is just acting. | do it all the time.” His mother said, 
“Why did you call for me?” Annie said, “I pressed that button. | wanted you to know that your 
son kidnapped the mayor and held him here hostage while police cars gather around the 
building.” His mother said, “Is this true?” The mayor said, “It is true. It is all because | made 
this movie.” The mayor holds up a film reel of the fake Starchest movie that was shown to the 
town. The police come in and they handcuff Norman. The officer said, “You are under arrest 
for the unlawful detainment of the mayor.” The cop handcuffs the mayor too. The mayor said, 
“Why are you doing this to me?” The cop said, “You are under arrest due to copyright 
infringement. You will be appearing in court next week to discuss your pirated movie of the new 
Starchest.” The mayor and Norman are dragged away. Annie helps Jake up and she said, “Are 
you okay?” Jake said, “I’m fine. | am glad that the mayor finally got arrested.” Isaac gets up 
and he said, “Did we win?” Jake said, “Indeed we did.” The four of them walk home and Annie 
and Jake laugh at how funny it was that they got the mayor arrested. Protests stop in the town 
because the town hears about the mayor's wrong doing. The town will never know what will 
happen in the real movie unless they escape. 


George Ferrier appears on a TV screen and he said, “Breaking news exclusively from 
DDD news. It seems Starchest toys are at an all time low in popularity. The new film just came 
out and critics are raging over it. The toys are valued at fractions of pennies. They will never be 
worth anything. In fact, people are actually burning the toys as you can see behind me.” 
George moves out of the way showing the toys getting burned. Annie and Jake see this and 
she said, “It looks like the real movie did suck.” Jake said, “That makes this toy worthless.” 
Jake throws the toy into the trash bin. 


